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THE OCTAGON PARISH UNDER LOCKDOWN 
 

 Under present restrictions, the monthly Wednesday Service in St Paul’s Chapel, Stansted, is 
still not able to take place.   However, Stoughton Church is currently open (our largest church to 
allow for social distancing) and this is after a thorough risk assessment and a number of          
restrictions in place.  We are also conducting services online as many of our congregation would 
currently prefer to remain in isolation at home. 
 North Marden church is also now open for private 
prayer by appointment; please telephone Patrick Balfour 
on 01243 535347 to arrange a visit. 
 As we have not been able to hold services in our 
churches for a number of months now, the parish has lost 
money,      usually donated via the collection plate, but our 
costs remain virtually as they were.  If you are able to   

contribute, even a small amount towards the continuing upkeep of our buildings and the 
ministry provided to the community through them, please do so by visiting our           
website:   http://theoctagonparish.org.uk/ 
 Although initially, services in the Octagon will be taking place only at Stoughton they 
are very much Octagon-wide services, and I would be grateful if you could let me know if you are happy to read or help with the 
services in any way.  
 

The Reverend Lindsay Yates 
Rector 
The Octagon Parish 
Telephone: 02392631252  

 MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR 
 

 I hope that you are all keeping safe and well and are surviving the rigours of  
‘Lockdown’ and that you are able to get out and about more, now that the Coronavirus  
restrictions are being eased.   Given that the Mansion and Grounds are closed and that 
there has been a significant drop off in Estate activity, it is very easy to feel out of the 
loop as to what is going on at the Estate and how we are dealing with current issues and, 
as importantly, how we are going to commence the long march back to  normality.  This 
very much depends upon how Government guidelines develop as well as how           
comfortable and confident people feel about the pace at which they wish to return to their 
normal routine.  
  I have to say that it has been a particularly busy period as we coped with the effects of 
the pandemic; there have been numerous issues to deal with as we ensure that our tenants 
are given whatever support they need in order to get through these challenging and    
hazardous times.  I am pleased to say that the Garden Centre, Farm Shop and Pavilion 
Tea Rooms are all trading well; not quite back to business as usual but there is certainly 

more of a buzz in the Walled Garden area.   Our commercial tenants are slowly returning to work but it will take some time  
before the usual hive of activity in the Stable Yard reasserts itself.  The Foundation’s finances have been significantly affected 
during this period and so we have had to look at our operations as a whole and assess the   overall manner in which we conduct 
business at Stansted.   The Foundation has decided to use this rare opportunity to re-evaluate our approach and determine the 
future direction of policy and, to that end, it has been decided to keep the House and Gardens closed this season until next 
Spring when we hope to re-open with a refreshed offer.  There will be specific events in the House in support of talks,           
Halloween and Christmas as well as corporate entertainment, but otherwise the time will be used to develop our Estate Strategy 
and set ourselves up for future success. 
  There are some positive signs, though, which should give us confidence that we are doing what we can to restore             
normality.  The Queen Tribute Band, Proms Concert and Opera are all planned to go ahead over the weekend of                     
21st - 23rd August, as is The Garden Show over the first weekend of September, all operating within social distancing 
rules.  These promise to put Stansted back on the map and will provide welcome sources of entertainment for all those who have 
been cooped up for a long period.  The Light Railway will be operating a reduced service from the beginning of August.  In  
addition, the Mansion will undergo some changes as we develop an adjusted visitor route which will incorporate the Library and 
take in a new display in the Waterloo and Victoria Room (where the model railway used to be) ready for next Spring.   
  Thank you for everyone's patience as we have concentrated on a wide variety of issues; the last few months have been very       
difficult and I fear that there will be more change to come as the Estate adapts to the post CV19 world.   Thank you, too, for your 
continued support for the Foundation which is always appreciated and hope we can all return to something resembling our     
regular routine very soon.    David Bennett 

Spring Foliage at the Mansion 

Michael Parry 

http://theoctagonparish.org.uk/
tel:02392631252
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 HEAD FORESTER’S NOTES - SUMMER 2020 
 

   Life is certainly different at present and could be so for some time to come, so I am    
eternally grateful that we have been able to carry on with the management of the forest and 
park although in a reduced manner and under necessary restrictions to the budget. 
 We have seen a huge increase in visitors to the estate, with many discovering what they 
have on their doorstep for the first time.  I do hope that they learn to love the place as so 
many of our regulars do and learn more about rural life and support us in preserving the   
estate.  As in all things, there have been a few that I would have preferred not to grace us 
with their presence and especially their unruly dogs.  I may be old-fashioned but buying the 
latest fashion breed, having it tow you around on a lead as you are incapable of lead training 
it and then releasing it into the countryside to do as it wants does not appear to me to be   
responsible or pleasurable dog ownership.  The number of incidents with deer has increased 
and we have had a number of young deer killed because of 

this. 
 The natural world has continued its cycle and one highlight of the period in question was the     
successful fledging of lapwing chicks on Holme Farm.  They have always been drawn to a    
particular field to nest but in recent years have had patchy results mostly due to predation.  It was 
with trepidation therefore, that I noted that only one pair had settled down to nest, as usually they 
do better in small colonies with more eyes to look out for trouble.  Not expecting great results, it 
was only when helping someone to try to catch their errant dog, which ran right through the  
nesting area that three tiny chicks were spotted after being disturbed.  It became an evening ritual 
to go and check on them, first locating the parents through the binoculars, then eventually      
finding the chicks.  As they grew, I witnessed those brave parent birds see off all manner of 
threats,   rising up to see off crows, buzzards, red kites and even, on one occasion, a goshawk.               
Dive-bombing and harassing the innocent mistle thrushes and stock doves that came to drink from the nearby pool was probably 
over the top though.  They grew rapidly, feeding avidly on the numerous insects around the margins of our new pond and 
stretching their wings ready for first flight.  When I last saw them, as smaller replicas of their parents, there were only two but 

these disappeared with the adults the next day and are hopefully feeding on Farlington Marshes now. 
 Barn owls have bred on Holme Farm again and Graham Roberts, the WSCC ecologist was able 
to ring both a male and female that were almost ready to fledge.  Ringing of birds allows               
conservationists to learn fascinating facts about certain species.  From Graham’s work, we know a 
female barn owl that raised a large brood of six chicks in the park a few years back was herself 
hatched and ringed by him in a nest box near Petworth, quite a distance to travel to find a suitable 
territory.  
 Call-outs to deal with a variety of situations is an aspect of my job that one just has to accept.  
However, one evening recently, when my dinner was disturbed by a member of the public knocking 
on the door, was a new one to me.  His dog had found a half grown badger in a deep concrete latrine 
pit, which was part of the infrastructure of the Canadian camp in the forest before D-Day.  It was  
going to be impossible to get it out physically without being bitten, so I built a ramp of planks and 
whilst Steph returned home to get a long-handled fishing net, I left it in peace for twenty minutes.  On 
my return, the evidence of moved planks and paw prints on them showed that it had effected its     
escape, a relief, as untangling an unhappy badger from a net can be problematic. 

 
  Michael Prior 

STANSTED’S A STAR HAUNT FOR A SLICE OF BOND ACTION 

(By PHIL HEWITT – The Chichester Observer circa 1995) 
 

 Stansted Park is claiming its slice of the James Bond action with the revelation it hosted the 
first-ever Bond girl. 
 A stunning full-length portrait of Loelia Ponsonby in her diamonds, furs and white satin    
evening dress, hangs in the music room at Stansted Park. 
 Janet Sinclair, house and, events manager, explains: ‘In the earliest Bond novels by Ian    
Fleming the lady in the office who was the focus of 007’s attention was Loelia Ponsonby – an 
unusual name but not a fictitious one.  James Bond affectionately calls her ‘Lil’ in Moonraker, 
Diamonds are for Ever and From Russia with Love. 
 ‘Loelia in real life was a friend of Anne Fleming, wife of the novelist.  Ian Fleming delighted 
in using the names of acquaintances in his books.  The real Loelia had a more exciting life than 
her fictional counterpart:  She was one of the ’bright young things’ of the 1920s and is said to 
have invented the (bring a) bottle party!  She wrote a racy, autobiography Grace And Favour in 
1961 to which her friend Noel Coward wrote an introduction.’ 
 The Honourable Loelia Mary Ponsonby was born on February 6, 1902, the only daughter of 
Lord Frederick Ponsonby. She was a cousin to Vere, the 9th Earl of Bessborough who moved to 
Stansted Park in 1923.  
 ‘When she died in 1993 she left a unique collection of her embroidery and beadwork to 
Stansted. Some of the embroidered pictures she made are so fine they actually incorporate her 
own hair.’ 

Lapwing 

Photograph by Michael Parry 

Graham Roberts 
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 This article, which Colin wrote during ’Lockdown’, is an extract from his booklet about a German Prisoner of War who, 
after the war,  settled in Sidlesham.  It became a great success to local residents, so he felt that the article would be of interest 
to other FOSP Members in light of VE Day Anniversary, and that Stansted was the home to many Canadian soldiers       
preparing to land on the beaches of France. 
 Colin is a retired secondary school teacher of Rural and Environmental Studies and Agricultural Science and is          
extremely smug to have bought Life Membership of the National Trust when he was 24 for the princely sum of £50! 
 Some four or five years ago, Colin and his wife also became Historic House members, which subsequently brought them 
to Stansted House three years ago.  Immediately feeling a connection, he left with an application form to join the house  
steward team.   A few weeks later, he became a steward and a little later, joined the Friends.  Colin told me that he has really 
missed not being involved this season and he hopes (as we all do) that next year will revert to some form of normality.  
(Editor) 
 

UNLOCKING THE PAST IN LOCKDOWN 

Franz Rudolf Nolepa  

 Looking back, I think I was eased into the Corvid-19 Lockdown in March because I knew 
that I had a project to occupy me at least until 8th May. 
 I had managed to secure Local Authority funding to write a modest-sized booklet to record 
the war time memories of those still living locally and who had spent their childhood in our     
parish of Sidlesham a few miles south of Chichester. 
 I had already completed some research and had interviewed several people, but Lockdown 
limited me, of course, to email, post and telephone as my research tools.  Thus it came to be 
that by VE Day 75, some 500 copies of the finished booklet, ‘Sidlesham on the Home Front,         
1939-1945’, were distributed, one to each household in the parish.  
 I was particularly intrigued to uncover the story of one German Prisoner of War who settled 
in our village and I hope that Friends of Stansted will also find his story of interest. 
  Franz Rudolf Nolepa was born 1st April 1923 in Flossing, then in Germany, though after 
World War II the borders were redrawn and it is now Poland.  This area of Europe was always 
in dispute, for at least 300 years.  When Franz was young, he was able to speak Polish and had 
friends and neighbours who were Poles but Franz definitely considered himself German. 
  

ARMY HISTORY - AS WE KNOW IT FROM HIS STORIES 
 

 Franz’s first main tour of action was the notorious ‘Russian Front’ campaign, where he was 
wounded in his left hand and sent back to recover in Germany.  He then joined the ‘Africa 
Korps’ campaign and fought at Tobruk.  Whilst in Africa, Franz was presented with the Iron 
Cross by Erwin Rommel.  Quite an honour, of which he was extremely proud.  Badly wounded 
in his left shoulder and left for dead, he was found by an American unit and taken as a German  
Prisoner of War and hospitalised.  He was transported to Cairo on a cattle train in very high 
temperatures and then, when fit enough, he was taken by boat to America.   Thus, he sailed 
into New York past the Statue of Liberty.  He was one of the first German Prisoners of War 
taken to America and they were exhibited as such, being driven round New York in open top 
buses with people hanging out of windows to see them.  He was then sent by boat to San    
Francisco and then by land to a German Prisoner of War camp in Texas. 
 At the end of the hostilities German Prisoners of War in America were moved to Britain, 
prior to repatriation, to work on the land.  Franz’s first billet was in Colchester and then             
Billingshurst, from where he was sent to Ham Farm in Sidlesham to work.  He was then          
relocated to Church Farm in Sidlesham and this was where he later made his home! 
 

  SETTLING IN SIDLESHAM 
 

 In 1947, still as a German Prisoner of War on Church Farm, Franz met a local girl,  
Nancy Venus, known to all as ‘Ann’.  Their first date coincided with her 18th birthday and 
there they found true love.  They married in 1948.  Due to the status of Franz, they required 
a special dispensation from the Bishop of Chichester to marry.  Clearly, Franz had decided 
not to go back to Germany, indeed he had no home he knew to go back to but he did send 
all his back pay from his army days to his mother.  Franz and Nancy made their home on 
Church Farm where Franz continued to work for over 50 years.  To celebrate this fact Franz 
was awarded the Agricultural Long Service Medal, presented to him by HRH Princess   
Alexandra, a day he enjoyed immensely.  
   Surely no-one else could match being presented with a medal both by Rommel and  
Princess Alexandra! 
  I knew Franz casually over many years but, until recently, knew nothing of his story.  I 
find it so fascinating that I wish that I had known him better. 
 

Adapted from - ‘Sidlesham on the Home Front 1939 – 1945’, with special thanks to   
Barbara Floyd  (neé Nolepa - Franz’s daughter). 
 
 

 Colin Field 

Franz and two other German     
Prisoners of War who worked on  

Sidlesham Farms. 

Franz’s medals, including the Iron Cross 
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 BOOKSHOP 
 

 The Second Hand Bookshop in the Garden Centre is now open again.  It has been 

a  quiet  start,  but I  am  sure  we  will  see more customers as word gets round.  

 Our shelves are well-stocked and there is plenty of choice, so now  is  the  time  to 

drop in and buy something different to read! 

 If   you  have  taken  the  opportunity   to   clear   your   own   bookshelves  during            

lock-down, we would be  delighted to receive  your  surplus books but, at  the moment, 

we   can  only  cope  with   NOVELS.   Our non-fiction   shelves   are  full   so   do  not          

require any books at this time. 

 We are also sorry but we are unable to collect books from your  homes  at present. 

 
 

Janet Mynors - Bookshop Keeper  jemynors@btinternet.com  

VE DAY ‘75 
 

The 8th of May dawned fresh and clear. 
It was the best day of the year 
For war had ended and, as though 
Those seventy-five years long ago 
Had rolled away, we cheered and sang 
And through the streets our voices rang. 
Bright Flags and bunting filled the air. 
Great joyfulness was everywhere. 
But yet our hearts had also fear 
For everything we held most dear; 
A deadly virus now to fight 
With all our strength and all our might. 
Yet we will win. We shall come through 
And then begin our lives anew! 
 

Valerie Godwin - May 2020 

LITERARY GIANTS AT STANSTED 
 

 In October 1820, typhus raged in the city of Naples, forcing the poet 
John Keats to endure ten miserable days quarantined on board his ship        
anchored in the Bay. In the previous year, under very different            
circumstances, the poet had attended the consecration service at 
Stansted Chapel.  This visit, noted the 10th Earl, had inspired Keats to 
write some of his finest verse. 
 Over the years, the Chapel has welcomed many admirers of this great        
Romantic, including a number of members of the Keats Society.  I can 
well recall two such members describing in great detail an event held in 
the chapel celebrating the poet’s work with readings by the actor and 
director. Patrick Garland, and his actress wife, Alexandra Bastedo.  It 
was clear that this occasion, hosted by the 10th Earl, was one that held 
very special memories. 

 Keats has not been the only literary giant to have been entertained at Stansted.                  
Lord Bessborough in his ‘Enchanted Forest’ tells of the time Sir John Betjeman walked onto the     
terrace at Lumley Seat, falling to his knees as if in prayer and exclaiming ‘Tennyson’s Mount!’  The 
10th Earl recorded that it was a very fine day when Sir John stepped onto the terrace and the Mount 

on the highest point on the Isle of Wight could clearly be seen above 
the trees in the arboretum.  In an earlier age, Daniel Defoe, who was 
at Stansted in 1724, had been similarly impressed with the         
magnificent views which were, as he put it, ‘a most glorious sight’. 
 Cultural pursuits, such as creative/imaginative writing, were 
very much in mind when the committee proposed to financially  
support the restoration of the Hexagonal Summer Hut.  It was felt 
that a restored feature of some charm in a quiet location would   
appeal to individuals and/or small groups who could engage in a 

range of activities in an inspirational setting.   Completed in 2015, the restored hut is available for 
hire and it is hoped that, once the estate is back to normality, advantage will be taken of what is a 
charming facility. 

 

Michael Olding 

Sir John Betjeman CBE  
John Keats  

Hexagonal Summer Hut 

Daniel Defoe 

mailto:jemynors@btinternet.com
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LOCKDOWN 

Virus, Virus burning bright 
In the shadows of the night. 
So here we are in a locked down state 
Keeping our spirits up, aren't we mate! 
So many things to do and now time to spare 
Enjoy these moments which today are rare. 
Go for a walk if you dare - or if you can't 
Stay in  your garden to get fresh air 
Compose a poem or write a book 
There may be someone to take a look, 
Clean the house or weed the plot 
But there again maybe not. 
Don't go out and spread your germs 
Stay at home or feed the worms! 

 The following are some of the ‘Lockdown’ poems       
submitted by FOSP Book Group Members. They are to be 
congratulated for their imaginative account of their time away 
from normality!  The photographs are by Michael Parry,  
taken whilst wandering around The Estate.    Editor 

I WANDERED 
 

I wandered lonely as a cloud 
Two metres from the madding crowd 
When all at once my name was called 
To enter Waitrose hallowed hall. 
 

This was the pensioners’ special hour. 
I’d gone to get a bag of flour. 
But I forgot, when through the door, 
What I had gone to Waitrose for. 
 

The Waitrose staff are extra kind. 
I told them it had slipped my mind. 
They asked what else I had forgot 
They clearly thought I’d lost the plot. 
 

I phoned my wife again to ask. 
She reminded me of this special task: 
“I need some flour to bake a cake 
with all that cream you made me take.” 
 

“Ah yes I recall” I had to lie. 
I dared not ask what flower to buy 
But then I saw them next the tills 
A bunch of golden daffodils! 
 

Anon…… 
(well can’t actually remember his name!)  

ISOLATION 
 

The streets are bare, the shops are shut, 
The playgrounds empty. In a rut? 
No, not us girls, there’s lots to do, 
Like reading, eating, puzzles too. 
 

There’s gard’ning, housework (for a few), 
You’re not bored yet, oh no, not you. 
How about you pen a verse, 
A poem or an ode, or worse? 
 

There’s lots of talking to be done, 
On ‘phone or Skype or text – what fun 
Is to be had with friends afar, 
With WhatsApp too – who needs a car? 
 

I haven’t mentioned exercise, 
I must do some, it would be wise, 
To keep me young, and lithe, and fit – 
Well, that’s not likely, now, is it? 
 

The weather’s cheering and I’m keen –  
To be outside: the springtime green, 
The birds, the buds, the sky above. 
Let’s count our luck, we do have love. 
 

I’ve just recalled – what am I thinking,  
We could, of course, resort to drinking! 

TOO MUCH HAIR 
 

What is this life? It’s too much hair. 
There is no chance of salon’s chair, 
No chance to sit and have a trim 
Or, colour purple, on a whim. 
The fringe is long, the ears are hid, 
The roots are showing. In a bid 
To sort this out, you try a cut. 
Oh goodness me, a right mess…. but 
The good thing is you aren’t seen out, 
(Too late to be a long haired lout). 
So, what the hell, you snip away, 
Try yet again, another way. 
A poor life this if, full of care 
You worry much about your hair. 
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COMMITTEE MEMBER CONTACT POINTS 
 

Chairman:- Michael Olding 
michael.olding@btinternet.com 

 

Secretary:- Anne Burton 
anneburton99@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer:- Sarah Hutchinson 
hutchsj@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Membership Secretary:- Paul Bennett 
 friendsofstanstedpark@outlook.com 

 

Newsletter:- Robert Godwin 
crana.crana@ntlworld.com 

 

NEXT FOSP NEWSLETTER COPY DATE 
 

Friday 30th October 2020 
Articles would be welcome 

CONTACTING STANSTED HOUSE 
PLEASE NOTE THAT THE HOUSE IS CLOSED AT 

THIS PRESENT TIME 
 
For a general enquiry, or for information about FOSP    
membership, visits and social events, please telephone, email 
or write to:- 
 

The Estate Office 
Stansted Park Foundation 
Stansted Park 
Rowlands Castle 
Hampshire 
PO9 6DX  Telephone  No: 023 9241 2265 
        Fax: 023 9241 3773 
 

  Email: enquiry@stanstedpark.co.uk 

SUPPORT THE GARDEN SHOW 
 

 Bring as many friends as you can to make the 
Garden Show a little bit special this year and bring a 
little joy after months of ‘Lockdown rules’.  Friends 
of Stansted and Estate Volunteers will again have a 
stand at the Show, this year in a small shelter/tent in a 
prime spot to the left of the Portico.  We look        
forward to seeing you there.  FOSP members paying 
on the day (online tickets are not available with 
this offer) may gain entry in to the Garden Show 
for £6.00 (instead of the full price of £10.00).       
Membership cards must be shown  

FOSP Newsletter - Designed, produced and edited by Robert and Valerie Godwin - crana.crana@ntlworld.com  

2020 HOUSE DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

 

Unfortunately the House and Gardens will     
remain closed until next season. 

 

AUGUST 
 

FRIDAY 21st 
‘UK Queen’ - Tribute Band 

 

SATURDAY 22nd 
Proms Spectacular Concert 

 

SUNDAY 23rd 
Mikado Performance - Opera Anywhere 

 

SEPTEMBER 
 

FRIDAY 4th to SUNDAY 6 th  
The Stansted Garden Show 

 

Adults: £10 (16+) 
Concessions: £8 

(seniors 60+) (students must present NUS card) 
Children: £3 

(5 - 16yrs) (4 yrs & under FREE) 
Family: £24  

(2 adults & 4 children ages 5 - 16yrs  under 5 years Free) 
Groups tickets: £7 (20+ people)  

 

OCTOBER 
 

THURSDAY 29 - SATURDAY 31st 
 

Halloween – Torchlight Mysteries (TBC) 
 

NOVEMBER 
 

FRIDAY 27th - SUNDAY 29th  
A Christmas Carol Theatre 

 

DECEMBER 
 

TUESDAY 1st – SUNDAY 13th  
Christmas at Stansted Park  

Champagne House Tours (TBC) 
 

SATURDAY 5th 
An evening with Peter Auty 

                        
For more information please contact the office on 

023 9241 2265 or enquiry@stanstedpark.co.uk 
 

Please Support Stansted House 

DISCOUNTED TICKETS 
 

  For each of the three music concerts in August there is an 
offer, from The Trustees to all Friends, of discounted tickets.  
If you require tickets then please email/telephone reception 
with number of tickets required and which concert. 
 reception@stanstedpark.co.uk    023 9241 2265  
 

 Kim Grainger 

EXTERNAL VISIT - 2021 
 

 The FOSP committee have proposed that this years     
postponed visit to Polesden Lacey will now take place on 16th 
June 2021.   Whether or not we can make it with reasonable 
numbers depends on many factors, including the COVID-19                
situation.   We will reconsider early in 2021 and, if necessary,  
re-book for, say, September 2021. 
 

FOSP External Visit Team 

mailto:anneburton99@gmail.com
mailto:friendsofstanstedpark@outlook.com
mailto:reception@stanstedpark.co.uk

